POLAND AND THE WAR OF 1914-1918
fices necessary to its realization, all the conflicts and
tortures of yesterday faded into the past. One object
alone confronted the nation: the overthrow of
Germany's sinister power, the unification of Poland
under the sceptre of the Russian monarch.
" Upon this object our nation concentrated herself,
towards this end turned all her endeavours.
" From the very first it was recognized by the majority
that if singleness of purpose were to find expression in
unity of action, it must first find pilotage. We under-
stood that the historic magnitude of this moment
thrust aside all the programmes for which we had been
combating, that in time of war part/ must cease to
speak. The nation, acting as a whole, was bound to
produce one national organization competent to give
expression to tfie manifest will of the immense
majority. The creating of this organization, of this
pilotage, had to be undertaken by those who above
all were responsible for the country's politics.
" The undersigned, deputies from die Kingdom of
Poland to both legislative bodies of the Empire, former
deputies, and leaders of social work in this country,
have united with the object of drawing together
around the common cause all our countrymen irre-
spective of views or convictions, unanimous only in
the possession of one purpose and herein expressing
to-day the clear will of the nation. Not being able,
owing to present conditions, to assemble all those
whom they would desire to see in their midst, and
purposing to fill out the frame according to the
measure of their work's progress, they realize that
further deky in setting about that work would carry
detriment to the cause. Therefore the undersigned
this day unite to form a Polish National Council, thus
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